Phonics Jargon Buster

Digraph

When two letters
together make one
sound.
Examples are 'ck’, 'ai’,
'oe’ and 'ch’

Blending
Children identify the
graphemes within a

word, say the
phonemes and then
push these sounds
together 10 form the
word.

Phoneme

The smallest unit of
sound within a word.
'cat’ has 3 phonemes,
'green’ has 4 sounds,
'spend’ has 5 sounds.
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Segmenting

The opposite to
blending. Children
break up a word into
its individual sounds.
Segmenting a word is
needed to spell it.

Split Digraph

A digraph that has
been split by placing
g consonant in the
middle. There are 5
to learn (a-e, €-€, i-e,
o-e and u-€)



Non-word

A nonsense word that
children can use their
phonics to decode and
read. Sometimes
referred to as alien or
pseudo words. The
Year 1 screening check
contains them.

Fluency

The ultimate godl of
Phonics! The ability 1o
read a piece of text or

book easily and with

accuracy without the
need to 'sound out’ the
words.

Tricky Word

A word where there is
a tricky part that
does not follow the
usual phonetic
pattern learnt so far.
Tricky words include

'said’ and 'was'.

Adjacent Consonant

When two consonants
are next to each other
within a word that
make two separate
sounds. Words like
‘'went', 'frog’ and 'play’
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Compound word
when two or more
smaller words are

joined to create a new
word. Examples aré

'bedroom’, rcupcake’
and 'plogground’.



