what 1s a decodable

book”?




A decodable book i§ one Hhat is
made up of words in Which the

very large majory can be read
inolepend.en‘\'\\' as the letters
and sounds have been

p\reuious\\' faught.

H will be very closely matched
o the stage children ave
wovking at in Phonics.
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For childyven in Reception and
starhing 1o leam Phonics H will
contain simple VG Wwords like
'sat’, 'pat! and tvicky words '’
and 'the'.

Foy childyen woyking in Phase S

B the book will contain words made

up of aremative graphemes like

'ou’, 'ie' and split digraphs.
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Theve IS 2 huge emphasis on Schools
sending home decodable books
matcthed 1o the stage children ave
working at-.

The National Cuvviculum states
children should be taughtto:

'Yead aloud accuyately books that are
consistent with their developing
phonic knowledge and that do not
require them 1o use other strategies
Yo work out words.'
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in July 2021 also states that:

'A systematic Phohicg programme
includees sufficient decodable books
oY fexts, so Hhat children can
practise, at School and at home,

- thelir increasing knowledge of &PCs
and their blending skill in
meaningful contexts’




LIJ Why decodable
books?
1.They make children feel successful and
leam 1o use phonic styategies as the prime
approach Yo reading.
2. AS sooh as children have leamt a small
number of letters and Hheir corvesponding

soundsg —\-he\, can begin to apply Hhig
knowledge in their reading incuding

: veadu ng woyds —Hne\i'ue nevey geen \oe'fov'e.
3. They provide the opportunity to revisr:
and veview previously faught knowledge.

4. They encovyage independence In
yeadi ng.
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A Reception child confident in
identifying Phase 3 graphemes and.
saying the covresponding sounds,
for example 'sh', 'ay’, 'oo’ and "',
can segment and blend wovds Hhat
cortain them and can vecoghnise the
Phase 2 and 3 icky woyds (the,
she, Wwe efx)

J Will shruggle o apply Hheir developing phohic
jll knowledge if they receive a book like this. ..
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RrOOK 1

Woyds not pHched at the correct level
forthe child ave crossed out.

Wheat-dees a bird ke to eat”
- A bird likes to eart worms.
B What-dees a girattelike-to-eat?

A giratte-likes to eatleaves.
Whet-does aseel-like to eat?
A seal fikes to-eat-tish?
Wheai-do youtike-to-eat?

example taken from The Reading Framework, Dfe, 2021
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rook 2

Decodable book matched 1o the
\level the child is working.

Look up! A ship!
Will it land?
Yes. Let's run and see it.
A thing with three legs and six
arms got off.

Can we get in”

Up, up, up we went on a trip
to a tar planet.

example taken from The Reading Framework, Dfe, 2021

@Phonics Familv




I ol can | suppor—\- my child Yo read
a decodable book at home?

1. Have a quick Yead of the book first so Hhat
you ave familiar with the stovy, can ask
appropviate questions and prompt suspense.

2. Look together atthe graphemes and tricky
words Hhe book contzing before you read it
(hormally found either on the back or inside the
front cover)

2. encouvvage youy child o use their phonic
knowledge and 'sound out’ the words.

3. Encouvage Youy child Yo place their finger
undemeath the word they are t1nying o read
to stop them getting lost.
4. if they are shruggling with a word model
segmenting and blending it yourself.
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