
 

 

 

Understanding Cultural Capital in Primary School Art 

Cultural capital is an important idea in education, especially in primary school art classes. When 

parents understand this concept, they can see how art education helps their child's growth. 

What is Cultural Capital? 

Cultural capital means the social skills and knowledge that can help people succeed in life. This 

includes things like knowledge, skills, education, and tastes that society values. In education, 

cultural capital refers to the cultural knowledge that children bring from home and how it 

affects their learning. 

Cultural Capital in Art Education 

In primary school art classes, cultural capital shows up in different ways: 

1. Exposure to Diverse Art Forms 

Children who see many types of art at home and school build a richer cultural capital. This helps 

them appreciate different styles and histories of art, broadening their view of the world. 

2. Encouragement of Creativity and Expression 

Art classes let children express themselves creatively. When teachers encourage children to 

use their imagination and share personal experiences, they help build confidence and a sense of 

identity, which adds to their cultural capital. 

3. Understanding of Cultural Heritage 

Art education helps children learn about different cultures and histories. By studying various 

art traditions, children gain respect for cultural diversity, an important part of cultural capital. 

4. Development of Critical Thinking Skills 

Looking at and discussing art helps children improve their thinking and problem-solving skills. 

Engaging with art teaches them to ask questions, critique, and see different viewpoints, all of 

which add to their cultural capital. 

How Parents Can Support Cultural Capital in Art 

As a parent, you can help boost your child's cultural capital through art: 

• Encourage Exploration: Give your child chances to explore different art forms, like 

visiting museums or using art books and online resources. 

• Celebrate Diversity: Show your child artwork from various cultures and times to help 

them appreciate diversity. 

• Foster Creativity: Support your child’s creative activities at home by providing art 

materials and a space for expression. 

• Engage in Discussions: Talk with your child about the art they create and see, 

encouraging them to share their thoughts and feelings. 

By understanding and supporting cultural capital in primary school art classes, you can enrich 

your child's learning and personal growth. 

 

                                               

 


